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opposition of Seward and the cold duplicity of Chase, he
applied himself to the profession. The prize cases brought
him forward, and the Treasury availed itself of his ability.
Not endowed with a strong constitution, he broke down
under the pressure of certain great cases intrusted to
him. His physical system was not equal to his mental
power and the demands upon him. Farewell, old friend!
There is no one to supply your place to me.

March 18, Monday. Senator Foster called on me to-
day to aid him in obtaining the mission to Vienna. Says
Seward advised him to consult me. Seward knew that,
though I had personal regard for Foster and appreciated
his qualities, I did not think this a judicious appointment
at this time and under existing circumstances. He assured
me that nothing had, up to that time, been said to him
by Foster, nor would he entertain the matter without
consulting me. I have no doubt that he is turning his
thoughts to Foster for this mission and has advised this
call. I could give F. no assurance, nor yet was I prepared
to tell him flatly I would oppose him. For Seward has, not
unlikely, consulted and enlisted the President, and if the
point is already determined, to resist it would be foolish-
ness.

Foster, after recent occurrences, has certainly no claims
on the Administration. He has not, it is true, been vindic-
tive and acrimonious like some Senators, but he has been
steady in his opposition, the slave of factious party dis-
cipline, often, as I have reason to believe, against his
own conviction. He timidly threw away his own chance
for reelection and sacrificed those who stood by him.

March 19, Tuesday. Had the Russian treaty on the
tapis. No division of opinion as to the measure.

The question of courtesy to Tucker, the Rebel deserter,
whom the Peruvians have, discourteously to us, made
admiral and consequently outranking his seniors in our